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At Markey Cancer Center, research conducted 
by medical student Kyle Hedinger (shown here) 
and others aims to shed light on the reasons for 
Kentucky’s high incidence rates for certain cancers. 
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L exingtonian Carole Haydon, 71, recently marked 
seven years since her diagnosis of uterine cancer, a 
condition she caught early and fought successfully 
thanks to her participation in the University of 

Kentucky Markey Cancer Center’s ovarian cancer screening 
program for women over 50.

Feeling healthy again, Haydon is 
back to enjoying golf and other hob-
bies, and she credits her recovery to 
support from her family, her faith, 
and the skilled care teams at Markey.

“I could not have gone anyplace 
else in the country and had a better 
care experience,” she said. 

For Haydon and the thousands of 
other patients treated at Markey since 
its founding in 1983, the opportuni-
ty to receive such world-class cancer 
care from the convenience of home 
feels like a gi�.

In fact, it was a gi� — with equine 
industry ties — that established the 
foundation for UK’s now national-
ly regarded center. In the late 1970s, 
Lucille Parker Wright Markey, a 
philanthropist and longtime owner of 
Calumet Farm in Lexington, donated 
an initial $1 million to kick-start a 
funding campaign for the facility, the 
�rst of many gi�s she would make in 
support of the center that would later 
bear her name.

As Kentucky’s �rst and only Com-
prehensive Cancer Center designated 

Now housed in multiple UK campus buildings, the Markey Cancer Center 
will be united under one roof once the new $781 million UK Cancer and 
Advanced Ambulatory Building is completed. 
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE

by the National Cancer Institute (NCI), the 
Markey Cancer Center has established it-
self as one of the country’s most respected 
facilities for cancer treatment, research, 
and prevention initiatives.

Markey’s work ensures that “no Ken-
tuckian needs to leave the state for out-
standing clinical care or access to cutting-
edge clinical trials,” said Dr. Mark Evers, 
who has served as the center’s director 
since 2009.

A STATEWIDE NEED
Kentucky leads the nation in cancer 

incidence and mortality rates — a fact 
that’s especially evident in the state’s 
Appalachian counties, where cancer rates 
tend to be highest. 

“Compared to the nation, Kentucky has 
extremely high incidence rates and mortal-
ity for lung cancer, colorectal cancer, mel-
anoma, and leukemia, for example,” said 
Tianyan Gao, associate director of basic 
research at the Markey Cancer Center. “So, 
those are some of the areas we especially 
focus on [in our research].” 

During the center’s 42-year existence, 
its care teams and researchers have 
made signi�cant inroads in addressing 
Kentucky’s persistently high cancer 
rates through direct clinical care, large-
scale cancer screening and prevention 
campaigns, and groundbreaking basic 
research. 

For example, Markey Cancer Center 
and its statewide partners in the Ken-
tucky Cancer Consortium have led ini-
tiatives to make screenings for lung, col-
orectal, and other high-incidence cancers 
more accessible across Kentucky. As a re-
sult, Kentucky now has the second-high-
est rate of lung cancer screening in the 
U.S., and late-stage lung cancer diagnoses 
in the state have decreased by 10% in the 
past decade. Meanwhile, colorectal can-
cer screenings have doubled in Kentucky 

since 2002, leading to a roughly 30% 
decrease in deaths across the state from 
that disease in the last 20 years. 

“We’ve made some dramatic progress,” 
said �omas Tucker, who recently retired 
as associate director for cancer preven-
tion and control and senior director for 
cancer surveillance at Markey. “We are 
probably one of the very few, if not the 

only, NCI-Designated Cancer Center in 
the country that’s had that kind of impact 
on their [statewide] population.”

Tucker was instrumental in helping 
launch the Kentucky Cancer Registry, a 
statewide platform to track Kentucky’s 
cancer incidence that has been housed 
at Markey since 1990. “We were the �rst 
in the country to make our data available 

“NO KENTUCKIAN NEEDS TO LEAVE THE STATE 
FOR OUTSTANDING CLINICAL CARE OR 

ACCESS TO CUTTING-EDGE CLINICAL TRIALS.”

—DR. MARK EVERS

Dr. Mark Evers serves as the director of the Markey Cancer Center, which helped 
develop a network of partnerships with hospitals across Kentucky.
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on the internet,” he said. �e database has 
since become one of the country’s leading 
cancer databases, providing researchers 
and public health advocates with a rich 
trove of data on the e�ectiveness of 
various cancer treatment and prevention 
programs over time. 

To proactively address the ongoing, 
speci�c needs of Kentuckians regarding 
cancer care and prevention, Markey sta�-
ers routinely conduct needs assessments 
across local communities, said Pamela 
Hull, Markey’s associate director of pop-
ulation science and community impact. 

“We have so many needs in Kentucky 
related to cancer, but you can’t do every-
thing all at once,” she said. “So, we like to 
get data from our community partners 
to help shape how we prioritize our time 
and resources.

“�ere’s still a lot of work to be done,” 

Hull added. “Right now, we’re really try-
ing to prioritize getting people screened 
who are eligible for cancer screening.”  

CUTTING-EDGE CARE
For patients navigating a cancer diagno-

sis, Markey has become a go-to source for 
trusted, accessible, state-of-the-art care. For 

those who cannot make the trip to Lexington 
to visit Markey’s main facilities, the Markey 
Cancer Center A�liate Network (MCCAN) 
— a network of partnerships with hospitals 
across Kentucky — ensures that patients can 
receive Markey-supported care from the 
convenience of their local or regional hospi-
tal, no matter where they live in the state.

 Tianyan Gao, 
associate director 
of basic research, 
confers with 
medical student 
Kyle Hedinger.

Research conducted at the Markey Cancer Center aims to eradicate certain cancers, 
a goal some once thought was out of reach.
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�rough MCCAN, “we’ve been able to put together what I 
consider to be sort of the national model for a network system,” 
Evers said. “Our 20 a�liate hospital sites span the state — all the 
way from Hazard to Paducah — and help us to deliver care to a 
wider population.”

At Markey, patients have access to a level of cancer expertise 
that cancer centers without NCI designation would be hard-
pressed to match. 

Over the past 10 years, more than 35,000 patients have 
accessed novel treatment protocols — o�en not available 

anywhere else in the state — 
through Markey’s cutting-edge 
clinical trial programs, for 
example. In the process, 
they’ve explored new treat-
ment options to support their 
own recovery and helped 
Markey researchers study and 
�ne-tune approaches for new, 
more e�ective cancer treat-
ments of the future. 

Along the same lines, Mar-
key’s Molecular Tumor Board, 
launched in 2017, has helped 
revolutionize cancer care for 
patients dealing with highly 
complex tumors. �e board 
brings together teams of spe-
cialists who develop a custom-
ized care plan to combat the 
precise genetic mutation of a 
patient’s speci�c tumors.

“Since I began my career 
in 1999, the �eld of precision 
medicine — which wasn’t 
even a thing back then — has 
evolved dramatically,” said Dr. 
Susanne Arnold, co-program 
leader of the translational on-
cology program and former 
associate director for clinical 
translation at Markey. “Today, 
we are able to o�er more 

e�ective therapies that are less toxic to patients because 
we’re able to target the speci�c genes that are dysregulated 
in their cancer [rather than relying solely on broad-spectrum 
chemotherapies].” 
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A LEGACY OF GIVING 

L ucille Parker Wright Markey (1896 -1982) made a lasting mark 

on the equine industry — and on innovative, health-related 

research. 

Born near Maysville, she inherited Calumet Farm following 

the death of her �rst husband, Warren Wright Sr., in 1950. During 

her three decades of successful sole leadership, Calumet Farm 

won the Kentucky Derby four 

times, with Hill Gail (1952), Iron 

Liege (1957), Tim Tam (1958), 

and Forward Pass (1968).

In 1952, she married 

screenwriter Gene Markey, 

and the pair split their time 

between Lexington, Miami 

Beach, and Saratoga Springs. 

Lucille Markey continued to 

run Calumet until her death, 

at which time the farm was 

inherited by Wright family 

heirs and later sold.

In addition to providing 

key funding to kick-start the 

establishment of UK’s Markey 

Cancer Center in the late 1970s, 

Markey also established a trust 

upon her death that distributed 

roughly $450 million to support 

basic biomedical research at 

university centers across the 

country. 

A 1982 New York Times 

article announcing her death 

noted that �ags at Belmont 

Park were being �own at 

half-staff in her honor. It also 

quoted Ogden Mills Phipps, then board chairman of the New 

York Racing Association, who shared thoughts on the loss of a 

true racing industry legend. 

“Over the 50 years she was involved in racing, she was an in-

spiration to everybody associated with the game,” Phipps said. 

“She exempli�ed the �nest ideals in racing.”

Pamela Hull is associate 
director of population science 
and community impact.

Thomas Tucker was 
instrumental in helping 
launch the Kentucky 
Cancer Registry.

A portrait of Markey 
at the cancer center

Lucille Parker Wright 
Markey with her �rst
husband, Warren Wright Sr.
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Seeing this evolution in cancer treatment 
has been incredibly rewarding for Arnold 
and others who work either directly with 
patients or on behind-the-scenes research at 
Markey. 

“We’re on the horizon of a future where 
we’ll hopefully be able to cure all people with 
cancer someday,” she said. 

Evers agreed: “I never would have dreamed 
that in my lifetime we’d be talking about actu-
al cures for certain cancers. But that’s sort of 
where we are. We are nearing a stage of real-
ly making cancer [less deadly and] more of 
a chronic, manageable disease like diabetes.”

THE NEXT CHAPTER
Currently, the Markey Cancer Center op-

erates out of a grouping of 1980s-era build-
ings on the UK campus. �ose buildings 
bear the history of the cancer center’s many 
accomplishments — from its founding and 
critical early years shepherded by Markey’s 
�rst director, Dr. Gill Friedell, to the center’s 
initial NCI-Cancer Center Designation in 
2013. �e cancer center’s patient demands 
have outgrown its current footprint, however.

“Over the past 10 years, our patient 
volume has more than doubled,” Evers 
said. “So, we’ve had to renovate spaces 
throughout the hospital in order to care for 
our patients. Currently, patients may come 
to the Markey Cancer Center and go to 
four to �ve di�erent buildings to get their 
appointment taken care of.”

By 2028, though, that will change. �e 
Markey Cancer Center is preparing to move 
to a new state-of-the-art, centralized home at 
the corner of Waller Avenue and South Lime-
stone. UK hosted a groundbreaking for the 
new facility in April 2024.

Currently under construction, the $781 
million UK Cancer and Advanced Ambu-
latory Building will combine all of Markey’s 
patient services within a 550,000-square-foot 
seven-story facility, Evers said. 

Once complete, it will o�er a full range of 

cancer care services, from imaging, labs, and 
pharmacy services to exam rooms and spaces 
for infusion therapy, radiation treatments, in-
tegrative health services, and palliative care. 
�e facility will also feature expanded space 
for Markey’s leading-edge clinical trials.

Funds from UK HealthCare and the Ken-
tucky General Assembly will primarily cover 
building costs. �e Markey Cancer Founda-
tion, the cancer center’s philanthropic arm, 
is partnering with the Lexington Cancer 
Foundation, Central Bank, and other area 
donors to raise $90 million to support ex-
panded patient care services in the new fa-
cility. (Keeneland has supported the Markey 

Cancer Center through previous sales of the 
Maker’s Mark commemorative bottles and 
the Keeneland Bluegrass International Cup.)

Evers said the new facility will equip 
Markey to better meet the growing patient 
demand: �e center expects to see its 
patient visits increase by 50% over the next 
10 years. A pedestrian walkway will connect 
the facility to the nearby UK HealthCare 
Albert B. Chandler Hospital, further easing 
access for patients.

“�e new building will really transform 
cancer care in the state,” Evers said. “Patients 
will be able to walk in and have everything 
under one roof.” KM

Dr. Susanne Arnold, 
co-program leader of the 
translational oncology 
program, meets 
with a patient.

The Markey Cancer 
Center has brought 
renown to UK’s hospital.
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Your support provides benevolent 
assistance and programs 
throughout the year.

MAKE A DONATION TODAY

Scan for more information on BGFC

WWW.BGFCKY.ORG

859.219.0910

Thank you to our Relics and Rarities 

Auction sponsors. Your contribution 

supports the upcoming Festival of 

Christmas bringing a magical time for 

the horsemen and their families.

Ashford Stud, Central Bank and Trust, 

Dean Dorton, Dixiana Farm, 

Equine Medical Associates, 

Godolphin, Inc., Green Lantern Farm,  

Hallway Feeds, Jackpot Farm, 

Heider Family Foundation, 

Juddmonte Farm, Lane’s End Farm, 

Middlebrook Farm, NiSource Charitable/

Columbia Gas of Kentucky, 

Shadwell Racing, Spendthrift Farms, 

Stonestreet Farms, WinStar Farm, 

and our Friends of 

the Charity Contributors

Holiday Wishes
& Blessings for a
Prosperous 2026

Your support provides benevolent 
assistance and programs assistance and programs 
throughout the year.throughout the year.

Scan for more information on BGFC

WWW.BGFCKY.ORGWWW.BGFCKY.ORG

859.219.0910859.219.0910
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SUPPORT MARKEY’S NEW FACILITY SERVICES 
WITH A NIGHT OF MUSIC

W orld-renowned tenor Andrea Bocelli will perform in 

concert on Saturday, Dec. 6, at 8 p.m. at Rupp Arena. 

All proceeds from VIP packages and ticket sales will bene�t 

services at the new UK Cancer and Advanced Ambulatory 

Building, scheduled for completion in early 2028.

“We are thrilled to be the local presenting sponsor of 

this special event,” said Brenda Rice, founder and chairman 

of the Lexington Cancer Foundation, whose mission is to 

improve the lives of area cancer patients and their families. 

“This celebration is a wonderful opportunity to bring 

awareness to the new UK Cancer and Advanced Ambula-

tory Building, which will house the University of Kentucky 

Markey Cancer Center and bring a new era of advanced 

cancer research, treatment, and services for all Kentucki-

ans,” Rice said. 

For Lexington Cancer Foundation Premium Seating and 

VIP Ticket Packages, go to lexingtoncancerfoundation.org or 

call (888) 388-2620. Tickets are available at ticketmaster.com, 

rupparena.com, or in person at the Central Bank Center Box 

Of�ce from 12-4 p.m. on Wednesdays and Fridays.




