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RENOWNED LANDSCAPE
DESIGNER JON CARLOFTIS
CONTINUESTO BEAUTIFY
THE WORLD AROUND HIM

By Robin Roenker / Photos by Mark Mahan

ANDSCAPE DESIGN, AUTHORSHIP,

I hospitality — Jon Carloftis does it all.
Increasingly, though, his passions tend to
be exclusively Kentucky-focused.

While always proud of his Kentucky roots, Carloftis
once spent as much time working in VIP-owned New
York City rooftop gardens as just about anyplace else.

Not anymore. He’s got everything he needs at home.

“You can't make me go anyplace else” Carloftis said,
only partially in hyperbole. “T just don't love traveling
as much anymore. I did it for so long. That has no more
romance for me. Where am I going to stay in a hotel
better than what I've got here, with my dogs?”
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For Jon Carloftis, there is no place like home, especially when
home is historic Botherum near downtown Lexington.
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Originally part of a 30-acre farm, Botherum had fallen into disrepair when Carloftis and a former

partner bought the property
ing Greek-inspired el

in 2012 and began re The house

a mix of

styles, i

like Corinthian-style columns, above right.

ROOTED IN PLACE

Indeed, few places anywhere can match the beauty of
Botherum, the 1850s-era cottage-style property in downtown
Lexington that Carloftis has called home since 2012.

‘The restored home and its gardens now stand as a testament
to Carloftis’ talent and vision — and his refined, timeless sense
of style is evident from every angle. The
property sits like a hidden, unexpected
oasis, just a little over a stone’s throw
from Rupp Arena.

Outside, Carloftis has fashioned a se-
ries of formal and informal gardens that
blanket the grounds in greenery and
curated pops of color. Each garden is
distinct with its own sense of style and
focus. Some, like the herb garden, are
more subdued, while others, like the
walled garden off Carloftis’ home office,
are designed with a wow factor in mind.

“What sets me apart from some other designers is that I don’t |
come in with a preconceived notion [of an end look],” Carloftis |

said. “A lot of people come to a property, and they want to clear

off and obliterate everything. That’s not me. I like to preserve the |

feel of each space. Before I design anything, I study the space and

get to the heart of how people will move through it and use it”
Carloftis adopts this same approach in his interior design

work, both at his own home and in his recent work to refurbish
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and restore three vacation properties now available as part of his
newly launched hospitality business, Botherum Vacations.

Just steps away from his residence, Carloftis’ rentable Botherum
Carriage House — a former 1980s-era garage — is now a stunning
property in its own right. In addition to a magazine-spread-worthy

. saltwater pool, it also features three floors of luxuriously outfitted

living spaces, including a full kitchen, two
bedrooms, and a spacious, light-infused
living room that overlooks the pool deck.
Each room shines with Carloftis’ signature
mix of refined finishes and layered, vintage
touches.

On the other edge of the Botherum
property, the newly restored early
1800s-era JC Cock House — so named
for its original owner — once served as
Botherum’s summer kitchen and now
welcomes guests as an inviting, rustic-
style retreat.

Carloftis worked to preserve the property’s rich history as
much as possible, with touches like its exposed raw wood ceiling
beams and reclaimed wood floors adding to its charm. In
Carloftis’ skilled hands, though, historic charm and modern lux-
ury go hand in hand, as finishes like the newly installed gourmet
kitchen and luxurious freestanding bathroom tub make clear.

In Livingston, Carloftis has also fully refurbished his family’s
homestead property — the former site of his Rockcastle

#
opuilent furniikings, curated obyel dart,
and exquidte wedding regidy.

Lexington, KY 40502
wwwsyersbrowning.com 859.407.1700
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“My designs are not a rubber stamp,’
he said. “Each one is unique and meant
to go hand in hand with the specific
architecture of their space — whether
indoors or out”

Carloftis candidly shares that his
decision to buy and refurbish the JC
Cock House came on the day three years
ago he learned he had prostate cancer.

a luxury Airbnb, adding high-end
finishes while preserving original shop
furnishings and other one-of-a-kind
elements.

“If you don’t design with each space
in mind, then no place looks unique.
Every place starts to look the same,”
Carloftis said about the place-focused

River Trading Company store — into '

drive behind his work. “On the way home from the doctor’s
appointment, I called my former UK
HEALING WORK professor who owned the property, and

Even this far into his career, Carloftis
still handpicks and places every land-
scape plant and feature for his garden
designs. “Its my joy;” he said simply.

He estimates he physically selects and
places tens of thousands of plants each
year, and he openly acknowledges that
he happily spends hours roaming the
inventory at Pemberton’s Greenhouses
and other area garden centers. In fact, he
said, he visits plant shops as often as two mortalizes the beauty of two dozen of
to three times a day, especially in early Carloftis' favorite completed garden
spring. Surviving cancer spurred Carloftis to tackle new design projects.

He is just as passionate about Projects, including another property renovation “I had said after my third book that I'd
wandering area antique and vintage and.a fourth aok: never do another;” he said. “But on the
resale shops for one-of-a-kind pieces that capture his unique interior | day I learned about my cancer, I knew on the spot I would do a fourth

I'said, Tneed an extra project, ” Carloftis
recalled. “I had wanted to buy the prop-
erty forever, and I asked him to come
over. And I wrote him a check that day””

On the same day, Carloftis decided to
tackle his fourth and most recent book
project, “Jon Carloftis Fine Gardens,’
which he self-published in late 2023.
The book, created in collaboration with
local photographer Abby Laub, im-

design aesthetic. book. I knew I needed ways to keep moving forward”
In both pursuits, he is always on the hunt for new inspiration. He So, during cancer treatments at the University of Kentucky
finds energy and purpose in it. '\ — which included both surgery and weeks of radiation —

Carloftis renovated the Botherum Carriage House, which has a saltwater pool among other amenities. It is one of Carloftis’
three rental properties.
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PICTURE PERFECT

“Jon Carloftis Fine Gardens”
(2023) shares the beauty of 24 of
Jon Carloftis’ private and public
gardens in images captured by
local photographer Abby Laub.
With a foreword by Maker's Mark
Managing Director Rob Samuels
and an introduction by Carloftis, the
book features captivating images
painstakingly curated by Laub and
Carloftis to showcase each gar-
den’s most unique features as well
as key before-and-after transforma-
tions. Buy it online at joncarloftis.

com or atarea S.

STYLISH RETREATS

Jon Carloftis’ three rentable
vacation properties offer guests
achance to experience Kentucky

in style. Learn more at joncarloftis.
com/botherum-vacations/.
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Carloftis not only didn't slow down, he
dug in deeper on the work he loves. In
the process, he maintained his thriving
garden design business, expanded his
hospitality offerings, and grew his library
of authored works.

Each step was a necessary part of his
healing process.

“Today, I am cancer-free;” Carloftis said,
noting his appreciation for the world-class
care he received at UK’s Markey Cancer
Center. “I am not going anywhere yet. I have
too much stuff to do”

Carriage House visitors have a captivating view of Botherum’s main house and its gardens.
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’s furniture and fixtures reflect Carloftis’ unique interior design aesthetic.

KENTUCKY HOSPITALITY

In the midst of his busy work calendar,
Carloftis wears yet another role proud-
ly — that of unabashed Kentucky brand
ambassador.

Carloftis often sneaks in Kentucky’s
praises as a featured speaker at garden
clubs, art museums, and nature conservato-
ries throughout the country. “The first half
of my talk, I'll speak about gardening, and
then in the second half, 'm just selling them
on Kentucky,” he said jokingly.

As a result, hes lured several large

At Botherum, Carloftis worked carefully to preserve original
details, including this intricate ceiling design.

gardening groups to the Lexington area by offering to host them
for dinner at Botherum and lead them on tours of his gardens at
Castle & Key Distillery, Mt. Brilliant Farm, the American Saddle-
bred Museum, and other local spots.

“Then what happens is, they all have such a good time that they
bring their husbands and children back later in the summer, and
that word of mouth spreads,” he said.

In his own way, Carloftis has become a driver of local
garden-based tourism, a role that isn’t that surprising to those who
know him. Hosting visitors comes naturally to him, he said.
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A vaulted ceiling in Botherum adds dimension to a cozy nook.

“My mom and dad were in the tourism business,” he explained.
“They ran their store, and whenever we would go on vacation to
Savannah or Charleston or wherever, they were always promoting
Kentucky. So, I grew up watching my momma and daddy bring
people back here”

Now, Carloftis gets to do the same, through his garden advoca-
cy, book sales, and Botherum Vacations property rentals. All of his
current work, really, is a love letter to Kentucky.

“Kentucky is such an easy sell,” he said. “Once you get people
here, they're sold” KM
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