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here’s just something about being by the warer.

‘Whether it’s the relaring sound of ocean waves

crashing agaimst sand. the rush of whitewater river raft-
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waterroet paradise is always in scason. The South is a

water-lover's playground, with casy access o oosans, lakes, rivers, we-

lamls amd hoit sprimgs. 1 lere are a few Southern cities thar put groups on

the water or at its edge.
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GULF SHORES AND
OHRANGE BEACH, ATABAMA

Uinastal Alabarna’s rrademark whine, prwdiery mnds and warm
Theach escape. Az Cilfl Place Public Deach in Gul Shoees, groups
an exmjuy fun in the am, ples walkahle acoes m neadhy resan-
ramts and shops. Mot far away, ol Seee Park Reach ofers pris-
and heandwalk access m the beach — as well a5 moee than 25
mibesal trails ickeal for hirding, hiking or biking.

Local outfitters, inchading ¥eke’s Landing & Marina and
Caribe Marina, make it easy m remt kayaks, pommons ar jet
skis to enjoy a day on the water. The ara's many guided fish-
ing charvers deliver anoither ideal way o urwind on ocean
time while vn the bunt for red mapper, speckled rout,
amberjack and more. Addirionally, providers ke Sail Wild
I leares and Cetaoran Cruises affer popular dolphin rowrs to
edurare guess about Alshama’s rich onaszal marine life.

Visienes seeking a fun adrenaline nesh can alsa book a para-
il outirg, from Orange Beach Parasail or oy eloil surfing

puited lesons with insmactors at Foil Culfl Coase.
“The area’s many family-friendly arracsions — inchuding put-
putt, go-kares and the Alibama Gl Coast Yoo — mse
there’s plenty to explore beyond the heachfront, as well.

GUILFSHORES.COM
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HOT SPRINGS, ARKANSAS

While it may have hecome famous for its nanural bot
sprimgs, the area around 1lot Springs, Arkansas, is also 2
ke Jover's dream, thanks to three ldkes with abundant
oppartunities for boating, fishing, swimming and a host of
oaher water sparts.

Lake 1lamilon, just mirutes from downoown, feamres
T.20H} acres for water emjoyment, plus heausiful likeside
sharelines dotred by recreational marinas and resorts
Mearhy Lake Catherine, just a shart drive away, feanares its
Lake Cruachiia, alen chose by and famos for its enceprion-
ally clear water, draws suba enthusiasts excited e axplore
s 40,00 acres and the many aquatic species — induding
freshwater jellyfish — chat call the area home.

As Arkansar's larges lake, Lake Uuachita is alos a haven for
inchuling, ceenits for the Nasmaser Open. Sate parks near
Lake (agherine and Lake {uachica feanure spoes for camping,
and arrasfor hiking, biking and horsehack riding, making the
entire region an owsdoor enthusizr’s wonderland.

HOTIFRINGI.ORG

SAVANNAH, GEORGIA

“The Savarmah River has played a cenimal mole in shaping,
Savannah, Ceorgia’s heritage since the ciry's earliest days.
‘Today, the modern, hustling Port of Savamah — on the
Savannah River, mughly 12 miles inland from the Asdantic
{lcean - m;}mmfwmmzﬁmu
ome of the busiest container poresin the United States.

{iroups can learm abous the dity's deep river heritage with
a sghtweeing ouise abnard Savennah Riverboar Cruises”
1000 passenger Cieorgia (ueen or s smaller, 600 passen-
ger Savannah River (ueen. The cruise line offers brunch,
bhanch, dinner and sunsetr sighsering iinerasies. Themed
cruises, inchuling a popular grspel dinner cruise, provide an
added dose of fun.

Savannah’s invitineg; Fiver Sereer is packed with shops, gal-
leries, dining and nightlife along, its hisoric, cobblesoned
promenade, prviding another means o soak in the dry's
waserfrone charm.

Uireater Savannch asy delivers on heachside fun thanks m
mezarhy Tybee Island, jus a 30-minuee drive auay. There, mndy
shues miix with rich local history, alkowing: groups oo enjoy fun
im thee sl alongside sghreeing at sops like the Tyber Islind
and the Tyhee Idand Marine Science {emser.

TISITSAVAN AR, COM
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EILOXT, MISSISSIPPI
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ez, historic attractiors and 24-hour csing enterainment, mak-
iing it a perfect choice for groups with wide-ranging, imteress
For heach lowers, Ship Edand, rosghly 12 miles south of Nilieo
and part of the Culf Islands Marional Seaghore, isa true hidden
e Wisioors can enjoy access oo the islands { il War-er fore
and pristing heaches — perfiect for swimming and shelling — via
a one-hour ferry ride with Ship Idand Peoursions, bassd in
Ciuliport. Cn the way there and back, ravelers shoudd keep an

eye out for possible dolphin sightings.
FFor anocher bucke-list marine experience, group can cimb

aboard 2 working sheimp hoat with Bilod Cneise Coenpany.
The guided, TMeminute Rilox Shrimping, Trip combines
wial seafvod heritage. Pasengers can gev up dose nﬂ'l::fq_:u:
wcapeain idemiifies ererything casghi in the oew's nets thai day,
from shrimnp and blue crabes oo flounder, squid and moee.

iU shiee, many visioors enjoy iresh local seafond 2 3ciiny's
I arbuor | bonzee and b mione abows koo s cosstal and scologi-
«al hisory ar the Mariime & Seafiood Industry Museun, home
oy displarys om hoathuilding and the hisoory of Shrimping in the
area, Mo far vy, soursof the historic Biko Lighthoee, builtin
1344, offer panoramic views of the Misizippi coestine.
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RICHMOND, VIRGINLA

Ih&jﬂmﬂnﬂm&m@hﬂthﬂdﬂﬂmnﬂ.
Wirgimia, and meanders through 2 mix of smaller, dharming
coenmunities acmss ceniral Virginia on its eastwand path
from the Alleghenies oo the Chespeake Bay.

The James flows fast and strong some portions of the year,
making Virginia's capizal ciry one of the few spos i the 115
where Clas 11 and Class l"l-’n.p:kn:n |:|: qml.'n::lru.l:l'm'lg

kayaks, canoes and paddldbnands for those who wish o nai-
gate less robust portions of the riversay an their awn,

The Jlames River Park System, which flanks both sides of
the river, inchudes roughly 20 miles of hiking and hiking
trails. ¥isivors can also overlook the river wia che T Tyler
Potrerficld Memorial Bridge, where a pedestrian walloway is
perfect for bird-warching, Brown's Idand, a facre river-
fromt park, absy delivers picnuresque river views and plays
home e the Richmond Folk Festival, held each October.

When it’s rime eo dime, The Lilly Pad restagrane — locar-
al in nearby [ lenico Couney at the Kingsland Marina

grects guests with 2 menu of Soathem comfon staples and
tnﬂfn]ﬁmh:::mdlhtgﬂlnmnﬂr&m
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HARPERS FERRY, WEST VIRGINLA
Lacaped at the poine where the Poromac River
and Shenandeah River meee, [larpers Ferry in
Wesr Wirginia is an ideal destination for water-
lorwimg; advennares of all cypes. The cigy's ewcep-
ters, tubers, kaykers and cancers who hope
expericnie the heauty of the Mouniin St via
ies storied warerways. Local outfievers like River &
Trail (heficters and River Riders cam manch
grougs with the necessary gear and guided tour
options for 2 memorable day of fun, whether thar's
a relaxing rube exoursion or 2 high-adrenaline
whisewazer advenmure.

In addition to guided river acces, River Riders
liamiily Advennare Hesoer also offers an inflarable
warer park phs a ripline @nopy mwar and an
aerial mopes course: that's fum for alll ages.

Gaeorgaiown, Kantucky, is juest one of thosa plices. &n S you know,
you know” kind of place. From owr word famous equine altraciions
to world-class dining, and caidoor recraation, Geongatown s the homa
of Blusgrass advantura. It's your kind of placae, you just dont know it yat.

That's Georgetown, Kentucky for yal

B far away, the hanks of the Shenandoah River
within | Earpers Ferry National | Extorical Park are a
oo large- and smallmouth hass, cafish, sunfish and
mirre. T he park aleo offers pleniy oo explore hepond
the river’s edge, inchading miles of hiling and hik-
img trails. While there, groups can tour John
Tewwn's Foer, che siee of the hiscoric 1259 ahalidion-
ist raidl, as well as Schoolbouse Ridge, where the
Ratrle af | Earpers Ferry was waged in 1HG2.
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