THE DOORS TO BRYANT GROCERY, ON DISPLAY AT THE
MISSISSIPPI CIVIL RIGHTS MUSEUM, INVITE VISITORS INTD
THE SOBERING STORY OF 14-YEAR-OLD EMMETT TiLL.
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CLARK DOLL

Brown v. Board of Education National Historic Site

TOPEKA. KANSAS

The innocent appearance of the so-called Clark Daoll, a simple,
plastic, dark-skinned toy doll, belics the damaging sociological truth
it helped uncover.

During the 1940s, psychologists Kenneth and Mamic Clark designed
experiments to study the effects of segregation on young Black children using
brown-skinned and white-skinned dolls. When young African American
children were shown the lighter-skinned doll, they assigned it positive char-
acteristics; they assigned negative chamcteristics to the brown-skinned one.

The disturbing results of these studies were cited during court pro-
cecdings to determine the harmful psychological effects of school descg-
regation on students in five states, separate cases that would eventually
hecome combined in front of the Supreme Court as Brown v. Board of
Education in 1954,

Today, at the Brown v. Board of Fducation
MNational Historic Site, which |||'|n,‘nl..'d in

“Topeka, K““""-‘Hli“ 2004, park rangers encour- “I'he Clark Doll represents how psychologically detrimental segre-
‘:IJ."&‘ visitors to rel h'-_r"l on the Clark Doll, which gation is to students,” said ranger Nicholas Murray. “When asked which
is on permanent display. doll is the nice doll or the pretty doll or the smart doll, an overwhelming

majonity of African American boys and girls would choose the white doll.”

The Brown v. Board site is known for having cspecially engaging
cxhibits that walk visitors through a imcline of civil rights history from
prost-{ ivil War America through the 1950 as well as an iImmersive,

M I S S I S S I P P I A0-minute video program that documents African Amencan history

from ~s|;|\'l;r!, through modern tumes, but the Clark Dall is one of the

C | V | l.. R l G H TS artifacts that typically has the most impact on visitors,
' “Usually, the things that people remember when they come and visit
M U ' E U M is the Clark Doll itself or an exhibit we have called the ‘Hall of Courage,”
| 4 a narrow hall with screens on both sides where you walk through and
expericnce attempts to descgregate schools,” said Murray. “It’s all
historic images of different integration processes, with people yelling

and screaming and throwing racial epitaphs. It's intentionally jarring.”
NPS5.GOV/ERVE

DOORS TO BRYANT GROCERY
Mississippi Civil Rights Museum

JACKSON. MISSISSIPPI

When 14-year-old Emmett Till walked into Bryant’s Grocery Store
in Moncy, Mississippi, in August 1955, a sct of cvents unfolded that
would tragically cut short his young life.

The white shopkecper, Carolyn Bryant, accused “Tll, a native of
Chicago who was simply in the South to visit family. of flirting with
her. Soon after, Bryant's husband and his half brother abducted Tl at
gunpaoint from his Mississippi relative’s home. Later, his brutally tortured
and lifeless body was discovered in the Tallahatchic River.

Courdesy Wisti Mistsstppi The severity of "Till’s beating, as well as the fact his murderers were
ultimatcly acquitted, sparked national attention and an urgent desire for

18 ‘ CIVILRIGHTSTRAIL.COM




change within an entire generation of African American youth.

“There were people who were 15 and 16 years old who were read-
ing about this and talking about this, who became what is called the
Emmett Till generation,” said 'amela Junior, director of the Mississippi
Civil Rights Muscum. “It was a catalyst; it was a force that said, “We
don’t want this happening to our people, to our brothers, anymore. It's
time for us to stand up.™

Today, the doors of Bryant’s Grocery are preserved in a powerful
display at the muscum, where visitors can pause to reflect on a tragic
moment in American history: when a young Black boy passed through
them, only to have his life violently taken as a result,

MCRM.MDAH.M5.GOV
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SHELLEY
STEWART

om in the early 1930s in a sub
Bult) of Birmingham, Alabama,
Shelley Stewart became a major

voice in the fight for civil rights.

When Slewart was a leenager, his gift
for speaking eamed him a spol as a radio

talk show host, incredibly, for that ime in
history, at a white-owned siation. Yet his
popularity confinued to grow, landing him
gigs as a disc jockey and an emcee for
other stations and at popular event venues
in the Birmingham area and further afield.

Stewart eveniually became co-owner of
siation WATV-AM, and in the 1960s during
the height of the ciml nghts movement, he
used his platform and influence fo support
numerous activists and equal rights causes.

Sl o popular personality and major
presence in the area today. Stewart has
aiso been a broadcasting and advertising
executive and an author. He has received
numerous honors from the Nafional
Southem Chistian Leadership Conference
and the Smithsonian Institufion, among
others, and was inducted info the Nafional
Black Radio Hall of Fame.

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. SUITE

Dorchester Academy and Museum

MIDWAY, GEORGIA

Clustodians of Dorchester Academy and Muscum in Midway, Geongia

have worked to preserve the Martin Luther King Jr. Suite just as it was
when the civil rights wcon staved there, The bed and furmishings arc

King was said to have been reading therne

gcly the same, and a vintage Bible is opencd w Judges 3., the hapter

Established in 1868, Dorchester Academy was f the carliest

private schools o educate free Black students. Though it closed in

1940, the academy remained an integral and frequent mecting point for

influential members of the LLS, civil nghts movement, which included

King, Ralph Abermathy and other leaders of the Southern Chnistian

l.cadership Conference. Plans for the March on Birmingham werc
made here, and King was said to have worked on his “1 Have a Dveam™
Spec h dunng one stay

MESCE At opencd 1 w dormitory in 2021 highlights the work

A muscum that ncd in the dormitory in 200

of notable men and women of the civil rights movement that visived
Dorchester Academy. Along with King and Abcmathy, these include
Septima Clark, Fannic Lou Hamer and Dorothy Cotton

Whilc the building is undergoing renovations and is only open o

groups by appointment, the “spint of the school lives on through the

Dorchester Improvement Association, whose mission is to inform and

enlighten the public about the educational, social, cultural and religious
heritage of Dorchester Academy,” said Cavla Shoup of Explore Georgia

LIBERTYCOUNTY.ORG/DORCHESTER-ACADEMY




CLASS COMPOSITE PHOTO

Robert Russa Moton Museum

ik
ROBERT RUSSA@® &
N sHO

FARMVILLE. VIRGINIA

Billing itsclf as the birthplace of America’s student-led civil rights
revolution, the Robert Russa Moton Muscum in Farmville, Virginia,
honors the activism of a group of local students that, in 1951, went on
strike to protest poot lcaming conditions at the all-Black school housed

there and to call for an end to school scgregation.
“During the walkout, I6-year-old Barbara Rose Johns led 150 of her

classmates out on strike,” said Cameron Patterson, the Moton Muscum's
P'hat was four years prioe to the Montgomery Bus
Boyeote, It's prior to the student sit-in movement that would amplify in the
1960, It's prior to the Selma w Montgomery March. And so | think thar date
rc;ll]‘_.' wikis to \[l]jdlf‘_\' Moton in some Ways as the hlr'[h|ﬂ11.'c,u;l'[;sm|§, of
the student-led civil rights movement and, in a lot of ways, the birthplace
of the modern civil rights movement in America
| don'’t think you can talk about the modern civil
rights movement in this country without talking
about what happened here in Farmyville,”

I'hie walkout led o the local school districts

exccutive directorn, *

it's an eyc-opener to see the lengths to which the commonwealth pushed

, : . 2 back against Brown v. Board du
participation in Brown v. Board of Education For five vears, from 1959 thro

hat period of massive resistance.”
eh 1964, Prince Edward County,

and a contentious fight against scgregation Virginia, skirted the Supreme Court’s desegregation order by simply

amaong white citizens that ultimately led arca
public schools o close entirely.
“I'hie length of time that schools remained

refusing to operate public schools. As a result, an entire cohort of students
suffered from lack of access to education. Students from familics unable
to afford private schools were forced to seck schooling from churches or

closed here was longer than anywhere else in the

other volunteer groups that sct up makeshift tutoning centers.
L1L8.," said Patterson, “When people visit here,

A class photo composite of the students from the graduating class
af 1951 is stored at the muscu

. Decasionally, it's taken out for groups
of for when alumni from that penod stop by for a visit,
“When voul sce the faces of the students that were impacted by the

school closings, it's very powerful,”™ Patterson said.

MOTONMUSEUM.ORG

“1 don't think you
can talk about the
modern civil rights
movement in this
country without
talking about what

happened here in

Farmville.”

— CAMERON PATTERSON
ROBERT RUSSA
MOTON MUSEUM
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RED SCHWINN BIKRE
Muhammad Ali Center

UISVILLE, KENTUCKY

MUHAMMAD ALI E:*

It was a stolen bike — specifically, a red Schwinn bike — that led a !'
young Muhammad Ali, then known as Cassius Clay, to leam how to box. C EN T E R v

When a 12-year-old Ali complained o a local Louisville police o
officer about the theft, he vowed to “whup the thief.” Sgt. Joc Martin, ‘c..% mhm 'E
the officer, wanting to teach the young boy how to safely fight before AT THE MUHAMMAD ALl CENTER
he sought retaliation, offered w train Ali in his downtown boxing gym.
T'he pair trained together for six years, and the rest is history.

An exact match for Ali's bike is on display
at the Muhammad Ali Center in Louisville,
Kentucky, where the muscum asks visitors to
ponder the power of the “Red Bike Momene,” Multiple floors of exhibits celebrate the Louisville athlete’s six core
a phrase they've copyrighted w describe those principles: confidence, conviction, dedication, giv ing, respect and spinituality.
precipitous moments in life when a single *Visitors can learn about civil rights — in addition to boxing —
choice can change everything, through his story,” said Kahnke. “In the cafe sctting at the entrance of

“I'here are moments that can give us owner- the Conviction Pavilion, they can expenence what Muhammad did when
ship of our future,” said Jeanic Kahnke, the Ali he came back from the 1960 Olympics as a gold medalist but could not
Center’ ior direeror of public relations and even be served in a restaurant in his own hometown.”
extermal affairs, *Muhammad showed uf and {n the muscum’s fourth fMoor, visitors can recond video stonics of
learned to box. If he hadn't shown up for that their own Red Bike Moments — and listen to those of others — in the

ransformational moment, his future may have “Gencration Ali Story Booth™ exhibit.

turned out very differently.” ALICENTER.ORG

Cowrtery Mubammad AX Craser

A Movement in
Every Direction:
Legacies of the
Great Migration

April 9 through September 11, 2022

Be the first to see brand new artwork by 12
contemporary artists on the impacts of the largest
migration of African Americans in U.5. history.
The Gresd Mygraton s oo-—ongammed by MbA. and Balwncrs: Musewn of Art with support. rossded by
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